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In the Name of Allah 
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

\ 

We have sent you (O Muhammad sg) n< 
s a mercy for the ‘alamin (mankind, jinn 
and all that exists).” 

(Surat Al-Anbiyi’, 21:107) 
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Civilisations of Pre-Islamic Era 


It was in the fertile valleys of the Euphrates, the Tigris and ancient 



bom. The revenues from the urban communities, which were based on 
agriculture, were used to establish a clasvs of aristocracy which ruled 
these lands by dint of hereditary rights. 


There also arose a need to exemplify the status of these rulers by 
deeming them representatives of higher authority, such as the gods of 
local myth and legend. Priests and holy men gave credence to such 





world or the Oikoumene. This Oikoumene remained the setting of 
most historical life in the hemisphere down to Modem times. Based 
on an agrarian culture, this area also remained till such a time that 
other industries began to fuel the economies of the society. However, 
this only happened in the beginning of the 18th century at the start of 
the ‘Technological Age’. 

In the Old World, the Axial Age ushered in the development of four 
major complexes of civilised tradition: 

The European complex included the core area from Anatolia to Italy 
along the north of the Mediterranean Sea. Greek and Latin were the 
classical languages spoken in this complex. 

The Middle Eastern complex included the region from the Nile to Oxus 
(Amu Darya) and extended from centre of the Fertile Crescent to the 
Iranian highlands. Semitic and Iranian languages were spoken in this area. 
The Indie complex included the Indian area and the lands to the south- 
east of it. Sanskrit and Pali were spoken in this area. 

The Far Eastern complex included China and its neighbouring lands. 
Chinese was spoken in this area. 

These regions were in close contact, therefore, mutual influence and 


collection of sacred scriptures. 

The fundamental postulate of these religions was that a comprehensive 
solution to man’s problems would involve a world beyond death. The 
mrahimic religious communities, that were chiefly Jewish or 
Christian, could be traced back to the traditions of Hebrew Prophets. 
They both recognised the act of Faith of Ibrahim r 5Ui as their point 
of origin. Out of these two major religious traditions, the religion of 
Judaism and Christianity started. The latter managed to establish 
Po itical representation and even official status in the Roman Empire. 
The development and spread of other confessional religions such as 
roastrianism and Mazdaism in Persia, Vaishnavism and Shivaism in 
ia and Buddhism in China ensured that religious allegiances would 
now foim *he basis for greater regional demarcation and political identity. 




